
“ The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no  
matter how justified, shall be directly proportional to how they perceive veterans of    

early wars were treated and appreciated by our nation.” 
–George Washington 
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It was once said, “There is no reward without sacrifice.” The month of November includes both Veterans Day 
and Thanksgiving. These important holidays remind us all that previous generations have sacrificed a great 
deal for our freedoms, and that we have much to be thankful for as Americans. It is now our generation’s 
turn to fight and preserve our freedoms, and our Paratroopers are doing just that.  
 
Veterans Day marks a special time for our Nation. Americans, young and old, stop and remember the         
veterans who have done so much to preserve our liberties and freedoms. This year, with our Troopers       
deployed around the world in harm’s way, we are especially appreciative of the sacrifices our men and    
women in uniform and their Families are making. 
 
Our Troopers in Afghanistan and Kosovo are selflessly serving, and are 
preserving peace and liberty around the world. I am awestruck by their 
determination and resolve to bring stability and peace to the citizens of 
these countries. Our Troopers endure danger and hardship on a daily 
basis to protect America from those who wish to do us harm and keep 
peace in a volatile world.  
 
White Devils on multiple continents are doing their part to defend our 
way of life. This “next greatest generation” is intensely committed and 
completely engaged in dealing with the challenges facing our Nation.  
Our Troopers patrol the deserts of Afghanistan and the hills of Kosovo. 
They interact with armies from other nations and with other services 
like the USMC, and their commitment to excellence reinforces why the 82nd Airborne is known as “America’s 
Guard of Honor.”  They defend our values while exemplifying all that is great and noble about our society.  
 
America continues to be a blessed land of great abundance. Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the holiday 
season for many faiths and cultures. During this season, I encourage you to reflect.  
 
Reflect - let's reflect on how blessed we are as a Nation, and let's give thanks for those many bounties and 
blessings just like our forefathers did at Plymouth.  Take some time this Thanksgiving and pause and reflect 
on the goodness of our Nation and the many blessings we enjoy.  
 
We are thankful for the young men and women who stand on point for our country on this special day. We 
are thankful for our Families, whose love and support encourages us to keep up the fight.  Your sacrifice will 
reap a reward for future generations. 

 
May God bless America!  
 
 



Greetings from Afghanistan! The weather has finally turned here, with temperatures during the day hovering 
around 80 degrees and dropping to the high 30s at night. As we pass the halfway mark of our deployment, 
1SG and I cannot help but be amazed at all the hard work, dedication and winning spirit that have already 
been displayed by Havoc Troopers. The team has become stronger and more proficient every day, and we are 
both extremely impressed with the indomitable spirit of our Leaders and Troopers. 
 
Things have not slowed down here, and our Troopers are accomplishing their missions to standard and with 
true dedication every single hour of every     
single day. We continue to provide medical   
support, indirect fire support, mission           
command, and base life support for the entire 
population of our base. Our mission has a true 
impact in the war in Afghanistan and the global 
strategic situation, and your sacrifices, as well 
as the sacrifices of our Troopers, are               
appreciated and noticed by all. 
 
Congratulations to SPC Castillo (HQ), SPC       
Antisdel (S6), SPC Miller (SCT), SPC Stein (SCT), 
and SPC Hoover (SCT) for passing the NCO     
promotion board and being selected for        
promotion to SGT! All have proven to be great 
young leaders, and will continue to excel as 
members of the Havoc Team! 

 
The holidays are always tough on a deployment, as 
fond memories of past times together with families 
are replaced by the realities of life in a combat zone. 
1SG and I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to 
our FRG for sending Thanksgiving decorations (table 
cloths, centerpieces, napkins) in order to provide 
some holiday cheer to our dining facility during the 
Thanksgiving meal. Your love, support, and sacrifice 
help us fight on through the hardships of being away 
during the holidays.  We truly appreciate your time 
and energy. 
 
CPT Aaron Price and 1SG Stuart Sword 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY - AFGHANISTAN 

Marksmanship Training 

HHC Troopers participating in the Halloween Hustle 5K. 

1LT David Choe our mortar PL 
hangs a 120mm round. 



The half-way mark for this deployment is almost upon us, and with it, the holiday season marked by           
increasingly colder weather, more interesting food at the DFAC, and an abundance of care packages that 
keep the mail sorters up all night organizing.  We have never seen such an overflowing of support for         
deployed Soldiers as we see now from our Families back home, and we are grateful for the Family Team this 
Company is fortunate enough to have seeing us through this tour. 
 
Equally impressive is the dedication our Paratroopers continue to show in their daily execution of our        
mission.  Typically at the half-way point of a deployment morale begins to sag and complacency begins to 
show.  This is not the case with the Blackheart team. Despite the relentless operational tempo, our Para-
troopers continue to perform with the utmost professionalism and attentiveness.  Even more impressively, 
our platoons consistently find time to train on tasks ranging from weapons marksmanship, airborne            
operations, professional development, and even all the way to team and squad collective situational training 
exercises.  I cannot overstate the importance of our Paratroopers’ zeal in this matter, as every training task 
executed here in spite of the demanding mission schedule means even more precious family time we can 
protect upon redeployment. 
 
The Blackhearts had a record number of re-enlistments during October. SGT Walters (3rd PLT), SGT Wilson 
(HQ), SPC(P) Giggleman (1st PLT), and SPC Colon-Torres (3rd PLT) all re-enlisted to continue serving in the    
Army. A big congratulations to them. The Army is lucky to have such outstanding individuals for a few more 
years. 
 
We also had the privilege to partake in the transfer of authority of our higher headquarters from the 36th     
Infantry Division from Texas, to the 40th Infantry Division from California.  Near simultaneously, we will rotate 
our platoons’ areas of responsibility for a second time, ensuring each Paratrooper experiences the full scope 
of our diverse mission set, and that each of us finishes this deployment with a broader range of experience. 
 
Thank you all for everything you do as part of the incredible Blackhearts team. We could not hope to serve 
alongside better Paratroopers or Families!  
 
CPT John Leisinger and 1SG Aaron Sirmin  

ALPHA COMPANY (BLACKHEARTS) - AFGHANISTAN 

1LT Bickel, our 2nd PLT Platoon Leader, finds and paces 
his twin in the Romanian Army during the Romanian 

Armed Forces Day 5K race. 

SGT Wilson, the Blackhearts Supply NCOIC, reenlists from the roof of 
the Company Headquarters overlooking Kandahar Airfield. 



Happy Holidays from Team Bravo!  The temperatures are dropping here in Helmand, but the Troopers of 

Team Bravo are staying busy throughout the holidays with operations and training.  The drive and willpower 

of the American Paratrooper can never be underestimated! 

 

Sergeant Tijerina was recognized by the U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan this month.  On top of managing all 

administrative operations and serving as the command post NCO, he also managed the linguists on CL 

Dwyer.  Every day he operates at a high level and his recognition was much deserved. 

 

This month, we would like to highlight the efforts of 3/B under the leadership of First Lieutenant Barto and 

Staff Sergeant (Promotable) Baldwin.  3/B has been the Company’s trailblazers for marksmanship training 

while deployed.  They have executed over ten ranges since arriving to CL Dwyer and are only ramping up 

their training.  Under the leadership of Staff Sergeant Taylor, Sergeant Klocke, and Sergeant Dodier, the  

platoon executed over 20 patrols last month and still managed to conduct training on a wide variety of topics 

to include medical and communications proficiency.  You can always find PFC Troyer and SPC Verbeke in the 

gym making gains.  CPL Chang and PFC Bueno have been critical in flying our Company’s PUMA unmanned 

aerial surveillance system. SPC James and PFC Diede can be found keeping their fleet of trucks immaculate.  

No one can forget about SPC Joiner, who can be found brightening any situation with his bubbling               

personality.  A special congratulations to SPC Joiner and his wife Bryanna on the birth of their new boy,   

Warren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRAVO COMPANY (BAD COMPANY) - AFGHANISTAN 

As we transition into the holiday season, we hope everyone is able to enjoy this period of  

celebration.  Know that your Paratroopers are continuing to do great things here in  

Afghanistan.  All Troopers will be able to  celebrate the key holidays with special meals made in 

the dining facility.  There are also sports competitions and other events planned outside of our 

normal operations to help celebrate forward.  I’m sure your Trooper will be the first to tell you, 

care packages are always welcome!  Airborne! Strike Hold! 

 

CPT Brian Sells and 1SG Jose Barreiro 

 

Other Key Recognitions:  Congratulations on our newest promotions: CPL Chang,  

CPL Shearhart, and CPL Munoz Team.  Bravo baby boom: SSG Broome and his wife Lynsey  

welcomed their new baby boy, Landon, last month. Welcome to 1LT Morgan as the new  

Platoon Leader for 1/B and his wife Mae. 



Happy Thanksgiving! Although we can’t be there to share the holiday with you, you can be assured we are 
there in spirit and getting plenty of turkey over here. 
 
As we near the half way mark of the deployment, all of our platoons and sections have remained busy      
conducting operations and training to stay sharp.  
While not on patrol, your Paratroopers have    
continued training for future operations and     
began training for upcoming readiness exercises. 
We have shot thousands of rounds of ammunition 
and continue to sharpen our skills on our      
equipment. 
We held our first FRG meeting since CPT Sayre 
took over on 28 October. If you weren’t able to 
attend the notes were sent out to the emails   
provided by your Paratroopers, if you have not 
been receiving correspondence please contact 
our FRG leaders at crockfrg@gmail.com.  
Our sincere thanks to the multiple organizations 
who have supported Charlie Company with boxes 
of food, toiletries, and other items. We especially 
want to thank Airborne Angel Cadets of Texas who 
have sent over 35 boxes to our Paratroopers. 

 
Congratulations to SPC Smith, SPC Jones, and SPC Anguiano for receiving 
the Army Achievement Medal for outstanding performance and dedication 
to our mission. 
 
Congratulations also to SPC Smith for winning the Battalion’s Soldier of the 
Month Board.  
 
SPC Rodriguez was promoted this month. Our sincere thank you to the   
following Paratroopers and their families who re-enlisted to continue to 
serve this great nation: SSG Peterson, SSG O’Ferrell, and SSG Orozco. 
 

CPT Alex Sayre and 1SG Adam Breeding  

CHARLIE COMPANY (CHARLIE ROCK) - AFGHANISTAN 

SGT Jones of 2nd Platoon instructs a class on the M240B 

Machine Gun. 

Paratroopers pose with boxes from the Airborne Angle     

Cadets of Texas. 

SPC Peter launches an unmanned aerial system.  

mailto:crockfrg@gmail.com


Danger Company Paratroopers in Kosovo and Afghanistan have crossed the approximate midway point in the 
deployment. Thank you for your support and care given to your Paratrooper! We could not have done any of 
this without you.  Danger Company continues at the lead of Kosovo Forces (KFOR). Danger Company again 
sharpened our skills during TM STX and then showcased KFOR interoperability during Silver Saber, both      
detailed in this newsletter. All the while, our men are continuing to ensure a secure environment and      
working through host nation and contributing nation partners to provide sustainable progress.  We used a 
recent Sunday to reassess ourselves in our current operating environment with respect to the competitors, 
civilians, and the terrain for the rest of the deployment to make necessary adjustments. Your Paratrooper 
and his leaders will continue to be ready! 

 
Information and operations security will continue to be of     
upmost importance as we approach the holiday season. Kosovo 
is a very competitive region geopolitically and many state and 
non-state actors are vying for NATO and KFOR information. So 
please be smart on what gets posted!  Don’t worry, your  
Trooper is taking plenty of pictures of the VERY white Holiday 
Season we will have here in Kosovo. FRG volunteers and the 
chain of command are always available to answer your       
questions! 
 
Danger Company recently utilized a village tucked away in 
the mountains in Gjilan, Kosovo for TM STX. This gave your 
Paratroopers a great opportunity to sharpen certain skills essential to success at the team level. The area 
provided our Paratroopers the ability to train on react to contact, break contact, react to near/far ambush, 
and clearing a building all while calling for artillery support and treating a casualty and evacuating the        
casualty to the evacuation area. All of this team level training will culminate in the execution of their team 
live fires where their proficiency will be continually assessed and improved. Look for more updates on how 
your troopers are training to prepare them for the upcoming team live fire, Squad STX, and Platoon STX.  
As we’ve quickly in our time deployed, Kosovo is a small country with large regional implications. From      
October 30th to November 3rd, the White Devils apart of KFOR took part in a biannual training exercise to 
display multinational readiness and cooperation in Kosovo. The training exercise, known as Silver Saber, is a 
multi-event training exercise that consists of all of the capabilities KFOR has to offer. In a series of five              
displays, distinguished visitors observed capabilities ranging from CRC (crowd riot control) to hasty hostage    
rescue, to medical trauma, and everything in between. 
 
CPT Ryan Orsini and 1SG Edward Michel 

DELTA COMPANY (DANGER COMPANY) - KOSOVO 

1D and Polish partners move mock hostage  
to extraction vehicle. 

1D and Polish partners breach the target  

compound during Silver Saber. 



Commander’s Corner 
Families and friends, I hope this finds you well! 
 
As most of you are aware we conducted our change of command last month. It is truly an honor and a privilege to assume        
command of Bravo Company, 127th Airborne Engineer Battalion (AEB). Additionally, over the past month we have bid farewell to 
both our Sapper Platoon Leader and our Route Clearance Platoon (RCP) Leader, 1LT Paul Ciabotti and 1LT Elizabeth Barclift. They 
were both chosen to assume Executive Officer positions for Companies within the 127th AEB. 1LT Victor Prato is the new Sapper 
Platoon Leader and 2LT Spencer Buan recently arrived at Contingency Location (CL) Dwyer as the Route Clearance Platoon Leader. 
 
Bravo Company has continued facilitating mission success for both Combined Task Force (CTF) Devil Strike and Task Force (TF) 
White Devils.  1/B attached to A/127th AEB has seen a change in mission set, transitioning from Ground Defense Area (GDA) Patrols 
to Route Clearance Operations. A critical mission ensuring freedom of maneuver for all tactical patrols operating within Kandahar 
Province. 2/B continues to “PROTECT THIS HOUSE” at CL Dwyer. RCP is in charge of securing the main Entry Control Point and        
responsible for screening all individuals who attempt to enter CL Dwyer. Additionally, from 08-12NOV they conducted a               
demolitions range that focused on urban breaching using various explosive charges. Recently 2/B and 3/B conducted buddy team 
live fires to ensure that our team maintains a high state of readiness, seeking to prevent atrophy in our basic skill sets.  

 
3/B makes major strides to improve our force protection vulnerabilities on a daily basis. 
They remain consummate professionals in their craft and job performance. Over the 
past 30 days, in tandem with 2/B and the White Devil Team, they have assisted with the   
hardening of nearly 30 bunkers. Additionally, they constructed a test fire pit, improved 
over 2500m of anti-tank ditch to secure the perimeter, and completed an unmanned 
aircraft landing site. 
 
I speak for everyone when I say that we, Barbarians, are thankful for your enduring   
support and we will miss you dearly as we move into the holiday season. We hope that  
everyone has a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 
 

First Sergeant’s Corner 
Barbarian Family,  
As the months come and go, your loved ones have done an outstanding job. We are fast approaching the half way point and we 
are starting to see a little bit of that light at the end of the tunnel. There have been several missions and projects that continue to 
improve CL Dwyer. Over the past weeks our numbers have increased a little thanks to the arrival of additional Paratroopers. In the 
last month several outstanding Barbarians have earned many accolades and promotions which is a testament to their hard work 
and dedication. Of course they would not have done it without the love and support that they received from all families back 
home. It is truly an honor and privilege to serve alongside Paratroopers in this organization. 
Promotions and Awards: 
SGT Cookson received an AAM for winning the NCO of the Month 
PFC Wohlmaker received an AAM for winning the Trooper of the Month 
SPC Chavez was laterally promoted to CPL 
PFC Seeney was promoted to SPC 
 
Re-enlistments: 
SGT Maene, SGT Wilson, SSG Filoialii, SPC Quinones,  

SPC Harris, SPC Lopez, SPC Payan, and SPC Carpernter 

 
CPT Petty Spurgeon and 1SG Ruben Borja  

SAPPER COMPANY (BARBARIANS IN THE BREACH) - AFGHANISTAN 

CPT Edmonds, 1SG Borja and CPT 
Spurgeon after their COC last October. 

Paratroopers conducting night operations. 



 LTC (Ret) James Megellas Crossed “The Oversteek” Bridge over the Waal River in 

support of the Sunset March tradition in Nijmegen, Netherlands on November 1, 

2017. 

 

Around 16:45 a group of people started to arrive at the foot of the bridge and then 
moved up the stairs to the first pair of lights. They were joined by Lt. Col. Megellas 
who, being well into his 100th year, participated in a wheelchair. 

Before they marched across Megellas told a story of the last time he was there, in 

2014, when he had lunch with Dutch Queen Beatrix. He asked her if it was          

appropriate if he could sign a copy of his book for her, which she gratefully 

accepted. About four months later, he received a special package from the 

Netherlands, and in it was his own book (the Dutch version) inscribed by the Queen, and also a personal 

letter. He said this never happened to him in any other country and it shows the gratitude of the Dutch. 

 

LTC (Ret) James Megellas Megellas served with Company H, 504 PIR, which he would later command. While 

serving with Company H, LTC (Ret) James Megellas crossed the Waal River during Operation Market Garden 

on 20 September 1944.  

 

Megellas, talking on the bridge: Provided by War History Online  

 

Never before, in the history of World War II was there a mission such as this, Megellas said.                     
“When we got out of that boat, and the 11 [remaining] boats turned around and went back. We were there, 
ourselves and in front of us was this dike, with the machineguns and fort Hof van Holland and snipers from 
the [nearby] bridges were firing on us. We didn’t 
have anywhere to go! There wasn’t any cover from 
machine gun fire; we were just racing through 
there.” 

“I don’t think,” he continued, “there was another 

battle in World War II that was a suicide mission. 

Think about it; you can’t go back where you came 

from [because] the boats are gone. You don’t have 

any supporting weapons; you haven’t got any     

artillery, you haven’t got anything! In front of you 

are the machineguns and you can’t go back.” 

 

He was also the first American to be decorated by 

the Government of the Netherlands when he 

was awarded the Military Order of William     

Orange Lanyard. Selected by General James 

Gavin as the most outstanding officer of the 82nd Airborne Division, it was presented to him by the Dutch 

Minister of War in Berlin in 1945.  

 

 

  

LTC (Ret) James Megellas talks to those who walked the bridge that 
night at Nijmegen, Netherlands. 

LTC (Ret) James Megellas crossing the 
Waal River. 

1LT(P) WILMARIE FLORES 
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